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Welcome
The TES Schools Awards aim to seek
out educational excellence wherever
it resides, be it in the classrooms
of individuals, in the work of
departments or in entire schools.
Throughout the following pages, you
will discover that, wherever this
excellence is found, it is underpinned
by the same ceaseless dedication to
improving the lives of young people.
The winning entries this year
are particularly diverse: tales of
situations turned around, inspiring
innovation, remarkable examples of
long service, outstanding teaching
and faultless teamwork. Despite
increasingly crowded timetables,
these professionals are managing to
offer ever more to students, both
inside and outside the classroom.
This last aspect is one of the striking
ingredients of every entry this year:
equal importance is being given to
academic and personal achievement.
Strategies are designed to develop the
whole child, rather than simply to
improve rankings; experience is put
on the same pedestal as exams. And
this is as true for the whole-school
awards as it is for the subject awards.
Another central feature this year
is the willingness to share expertise.
There are numerous examples of

collaborative work: of schools
joining forces with other schools,
parents and the local community
to improve the learning and life
chances of young people.
In that spirit, the winners
detailed here should not be
celebrated and then forgotten.
Rather, their achievements should
be shared with others and used to
encourage and inspire. Education
is all about expanding possibilities,
and the TES Schools Awards aim
to recognise teachers and schools
that do just that.
Ann Mroz, TES editor
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John Bangs Chair, OECD Trade Union Advisory Committee’s working group
on education, training and employment policy
Kevin Barton Head of raising achievement, Youth Sport Trust
Dale Bassett Head of public policy, AQA
Drew Buddie Senior vice-chair, Naace
Steve Eddison Teacher, Arbourthorne Community Primary School, Sheffield
Lee Elliot Major Director, development and policy, Sutton Trust
Sam Freedman Director, research, evaluation and impact, Teach First
Mike Gershon Social science teacher and head of citizenship,
King Edward VI School, Suffolk
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Services to education
Ann Maguire, 1953–2014

Ann Maguire joined the teaching
staff at Corpus Christi Catholic
College in Leeds on 1 September
1974. It was her first teaching
appointment and one that would
last for her entire career.
Ann was an instinctive, intuitive,
and very hands-on teacher. Her
lessons were pacy and engaging, and
included a variety of fun activities.
They had rigour and challenge
together with differentiation to ensure
pupils of all abilities experienced a
sense of achievement. Anyone who
had the privilege of observing Ann’s
lessons came away enthused by her
passion and her love of being in the
classroom. Despite her vast experience
she was still eager to learn and adopt
new teaching techniques. This was
demonstrated during a recent Ofsted
inspection when her lesson was
judged to be outstanding.
Ann cared deeply about her
students and went to great lengths to
get to know each one as an individual
– their strengths, weaknesses, hobbies
and friendship groups. She took time
to build positive relationships with
their families and worked tirelessly
to remove any obstacles that might
hinder their academic progress.
She had a remarkable rapport with
fellow teachers and other colleagues;
her team trusted her and she was held
in great esteem. People would come to
her for support and guidance, and she
inspired many young teachers in their

careers, imparting a real sense of the
mystery and vocation of teaching.
Ann’s reputation as an outstanding
year leader and classroom teacher was
well known throughout the Catholic
community and in secondary schools
across Leeds. It is impossible to fully
express in words the contribution
that she made to Corpus Christi over
the past 40 years or to calculate the
profound effect she has had on the
lives of colleagues and on the young
minds and hearts of her pupils. It was
a privilege to work with her.
Steve Mort, headteacher, Corpus
Christi Catholic College
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Overall 2014 school
of the year
Bohunt School,
Liphook, Hampshire
The thing that makes great schools
outstanding is the relentless drive to
improve, even when almost every
measure indicates that they are
already at the top of their game.
Bohunt School is special because it
does this and so much more. Constant
innovation and the pursuit of ever
higher achievement are not enough
for this Hampshire secondary; it
wants to share its expertise, too.
Academically, Bohunt is a
powerhouse. Ranked among the top
schools in the country, it ensures that
all students exceed targets, regardless
of their socio-economic background.
Indeed, its strategy for assisting
students eligible for free school
meals has been widely lauded.
Ofsted has highlighted its flexible
approach, which is tied to solid data,
as an example that other schools
should aspire to.
These results are achieved through
sustained pedagogical innovation,
within the classroom and outside it.
In science, technology, engineering
and maths, for example, the school
runs a festival and invites businesses
to provide “career-readying” lessons.
Students have also presented to
headteachers at the Apple
European Summit.
Meanwhile, languages teaching
is among the most innovative in the
country: subjects including PE and
computing are taught in Mandarin as
part of an immersive programme.

The school is as interested in
students’ personal development as
their academic achievement. More
than 600 take part in its outdoor
programme each year. Expeditions
to places such as the Himalayas
are among the extra-curricular
opportunities designed to enhance
students’ educational journey.
Bohunt secured this award,
however, as much for its persistent
efforts to share what it has learned as
for its own achievements. In pursuit
of this goal, it spends time, money
and resources reaching out to
primaries and secondaries. It is a
National Support School and has
none of the insular attitudes that can
arise in some of the best schools
– Bohunt believes in collaboration
over competition. And it has much to
offer those who accept its help.

OneEducation
Putting children first
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Primary school of the year
St Mary’s Church of England
Primary School, Manchester
Moss Side: the very name of this
inner-city area of Manchester brings
to mind associations of deep-seated
deprivation, and related social
problems and criminality. It is
against this backdrop that St Mary’s
Church of England Primary School
achieves near-miracles.
This is a school with a determined
attitude that not only achieves
wonderful results for its pupils but
also challenges stereotypes about its
catchment and local area.
Just a few short years ago, St Mary’s
was bottom of the primary league
tables for the whole of the North West
and its reputation was a mess.
But the school has defied all
the odds. Despite 80 per cent of its
intake being eligible for free school
meals and the same proportion
speaking English as an additional
language, St Mary’s now ranks
18th in Manchester. It is in the
top 2 per cent in the country for
the levels of progress it achieves
in reading. In maths, it is in the
top 7 per cent.
But it is St Mary’s work behind
and beyond the impressive data
that really stands out. One 19-yearold teaching assistant and past pupil
summed it up: “We show how, by
committing to our local community,
meeting their challenges, and
expecting and developing the best in
everyone, you can achieve success
in its fullest sense.

“We have more than a can-do ethos:
we have a will-do attitude.”
Judges’ verdict: “This is an
amazing school with an amazing
record of achievement in incredibly
difficult circumstances – the infamous
Moss Side estate in Manchester. The
can-do approach to educational
achievement is an inspiration.”
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Secondary school of the year
Bohunt School,
Liphook, Hampshire
Bohunt School manages the
incredibly difficult trick of excelling
across the board, not just academically
but in terms of students’ personal
development, too.
It has reached this pinnacle through
continual improvement. The number
of students achieving five A*-C grades
at GCSE or equivalent including
maths and English has risen 24 per
cent to 86 per cent – a record that
places it in the top 30 non-selective
schools nationally.
Meanwhile, its work narrowing the
gap between students who are eligible
for free school meals and those who
are not has been singled out by Ofsted
as a model for others. Personalised
support and intervention plans,
constant tweaking of provision
through data analysis and regular
case meetings at the highest levels of
the school have led to 93 per cent of
free school meals students gaining five
A*-C grades at GCSE (67 per cent
including English and maths).
These results are achieved despite
Bohunt being unafraid to take risks.
For example, last September it
became the first secondary school
in the country to launch a fully
immersive Mandarin programme.
It also puts power in the hands of
its young people: students have
run roadshows for primary schools,
helped to train staff, and even
orchestrated a school visit by
education secretary Michael Gove.

Bohunt has an extensive outdoor
programme. It is also a leader in
science, technology, engineering and
maths education, running a Stem
festival for 3,000 people and
collaborating with major companies
such as Siemens.
And as if this wasn’t enough,
Bohunt also reaches out to others in
its role as a National Support School,
contributing to improvement work
in primaries and secondaries.
As the judges stated, Bohunt is
an outstanding school that acts
beyond its own walls to share its
highly successful approach – and it
deserves all the plaudits it gets.
Judges’ verdict: “What is achieved
here is achieved on a massive scale.
The school has asked everyone to step
up and that is what they have done.”
tes schools awards 2014
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Special needs school of
the year
Longdon Hall School, Longdon
Green, Staffordshire
Longdon Hall School has been
open for only three years but in that
time it has had a huge impact on the
students it has so warmly welcomed,
and their families.
The school works with some of
the hardest-to-place students in the
West Midlands – including those
with severe autism, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder, Asperger’s
syndrome, obsessive compulsive
disorder and other mental health
issues – and they thrive.
As well as doing the normal things
exceptionally well, Longdon Hall
embraces an adventurous Forest
Schools curriculum, and has
developed a student’s charter and
organised its first sports day. Therapy
also plays an important role –
including family therapy, which
attempts to address conflicts
happening outside school.
Longdon Hall’s biggest challenge
has been to maintain its standards as
it matures into a fully established
presence in the community. And grow
it has, from just 17 students when it
opened in 2011 to 76 enrolled in the
forthcoming year.
Ofsted inspectors recognised
Longdon Hall’s overall quality as
“outstanding” and said it was
“conspicuously successful” in
meeting its aims.
Although the school’s students
are some of the hardest to reach
and among the most disengaged,

Ofsted found that they were “rapidly
re-engaged” and made “rapid
academic process”, while also
developing personal, emotional
and social skills.
But perhaps, for the best references,
one should turn to parents and social
workers. One mother said of her son,
“If it weren’t for Longdon Hall School,
he wouldn’t be where he is today”,
while a case worker remarked about
another student, “The school has been
a saving grace.”
Judges’ verdict: “This is a truly
student- and family-orientated
school. It is doing a fantastic job.
This place must have a huge impact
on the learners and their families.”
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Inspirational teacher of
the year
Aileen Mullen, Donaldson’s
School, Linlithgow
What better gift can you give
to a student who struggles with
communication than helping them
to make themselves heard in a way
that receives national praise. This is
what Aileen Mullen has achieved
through art at Donaldson’s School,
which teaches students who are deaf
or have communication difficulties.
“Mrs Mullen is the best art teacher
I have ever had,” says one, while
another adds: “She has not only
inspired but positively encouraged
and supported me.”
Mullen believes that every student
can produce art. And in her five years
at the school, she has set about
proving it. Her results have been
astonishing. Students who failed in a
mainstream setting are now achieving
art qualifications. And outside school,
students with significant additional
support needs have won not just local
but national competitions, in which
they were up against their peers from
mainstream schools.
Out of 11,222 entries to one
contest, three of Mullen’s 39 students
had work selected to hang in the
Scottish National Gallery. Students,
staff and parents alike say that such
achievements are down to Mullen’s
exceptional teaching and her drive
to encourage students to be the best
that they can be.
Mullen does not restrict herself to
the art department, however. She
also runs a student enterprise scheme

selling crafts to the public, and she
furthers community links by entering
a school float each year in the
Linlithgow Marches Day. Deciding
the theme and constructing the float
(by transforming the school bus) is a
whole-school project and has won
prizes. The sense of pride this gives
students who march alongside the
float on the day is “enormous”,
colleagues say.
Quiet and unassuming, Mullen
does not seek attention for herself, but
the staff, students and parents of the
school felt that it was time she had
the recognition she deserves for her
fantastic work. The judges agreed.
Judges’ verdict: “This is a teacher
who really stands out from the crowd
for her commitment. The impact of
her work on her kids is clearly huge.
She is incredibly dedicated to them.”
tes schools awards 2014
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Ed tech
New Pasture Lane Primary
School, Bridlington,
East Yorkshire
A high proportion of children
at New Pasture Lane Primary School
are eligible for free school meals but
their attainment is exactly the same
as the rest of the student body, an
achievement praised by Ofsted. The
key to this, the school says, is its
technology initiatives.
The way New Pasture Lane uses
technology is certainly impressive.
Ed tech is not an add-on but an
integral part of teaching across the
curriculum, bringing lessons to life
and ensuring engagement.
New and older media are
combined. For example, the school
has its own daily radio station, which
broadcasts student work alongside
student-led interviews with visitors
such as the local MP.
On the more modern end, children
use tablet computers to make
animations, adding music and effects.
Students have also done extensive
work with QR codes. When scanned
by electronic devices such as phones
or tablets, these barcodes take the user
to a web page, or to a video or audio
presentation. These codes have been
used to give parents access to a virtual
museum of their children’s work.
And recently, students have started
to incorporate augmented reality.
Children also work on their English
skills by writing stories on tablets
and storing them via an app in a
“story sack”. And in an extracurricular club, they learn how

to code using Scratch and Kodu.
Of course, with all this technology,
safety is paramount, so the school has
set up a mentoring scheme. Certain
students are trained in online safety
and act as a first point of contact for
others to raise concerns.
The judges found this approach to
safety particularly worthy of praise
and were impressed that, rather than
the school using gadgets for the sake
of it, technology was made to earn its
place in the classroom.
Judges’ verdict: “This school has
introduced a number of initiatives and
they are really done well. In a tough
area, with a deprived intake, there is
clear evidence of the impact of ed tech
on teaching and learning.”
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International
Queen Anne High
School, Dunfermline, Fife
There can’t be many better training
grounds for the diplomats of
tomorrow than Queen Anne High
School. Many schools have global
links, but this one takes it a step
further: an international education
is woven into every aspect of
the curriculum.
The range of the students’
international relationships is
impressive. Gambia, China, India,
Eastern Europe, Iceland, Thailand
and the US are just a selection of
the countries and regions that
students have visited and worked
with, ensuring broadened horizons
and facilitating cultural and political
understanding in both directions.
Meanwhile, initiatives such as a
peace event – where topics of debate
included military action in Syria and
the political role of aid packages for
Africa – Remembrance Day events,
and sports events with Olympic and
Commonwealth themes get students
active in thinking about global issues
and participating in discussions.
Perhaps Queen Anne’s most
prominent link is with China. The
school is part of the Confucius
Classrooms programme set up by
Education Scotland and the Office
of Chinese Language Council
International, which has led to a
plethora of opportunities for students.
This year alone, they have taken
part in a Gleneagles summit looking
at Chinese music, a lantern festival,

a kite festival and Mandarin
competitions, and have completed
Chinese school exam papers. In
addition, links have been made with
schools in China for joint project
work; two Chinese teachers are
working in the school; and Chinathemed projects are being run across
the curriculum, including in art,
music, PE, home economics and
social studies.
Queen Anne is a fantastic example
of how schools can reach beyond
their local area to provide a truly
international education.
Judges’ verdict: “Brilliant work,
putting ‘global citizenship’ at the very
heart of the school.”

tes schools awards 2014

21

Science
Sevenoaks School, Kent

Through science, Sevenoaks School
reaches out not just to the students on
roll but also to 10,000 children and a
number of adults in the local area.
This is because the school believes
that science education is about more
than lessons and should be a passion
shared by whole communities. It
works towards this goal by running
and curating an annual science and
engineering event.
The free event utilises the school’s
impressive facilities and takes
advantage of the talents of its
teachers, as well as bringing in guests
from the local engineering and
science community and famous
scientists from further afield. Lectures
and workshops are among the 50
activities on offer, aimed at ensuring
that a lack of resources is no barrier
to local children reaching their
potential in science.
The event builds on the impressive
science education the school’s
students receive. Alongside innovative
lessons by enthusiastic teachers,
special events take place across the
academic year. These have included a
live link-up with the International
Space Station, a visit from the
Bloodhound car team that is
attempting to break the land speed
record, an aeronautical engineering
day that involved a replica Spitfire
being brought into the school car
park and a climate change week at
which British Antarctic Survey

explorer Paul Rose talked to students.
These are just a selection of the
exciting ways that science is taught
at Sevenoaks. As Graeme Lawrie,
director of innovation and excellence
at the school, says, what makes it even
more impressive is that the extra
efforts are undertaken by teachers for
no extra money – they do it for the
love of the subject. It’s a passion that
they pass on to students.
Judges’ verdict: “Huge numbers
are involved in this excellent project.
Its dynamism speaks volumes for the
school. And it is also a fine example of
the work an independent school can
do with its wider community.”
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Literacy and English
Eastbury Comprehensive
School, Barking, London
Eastbury Comprehensive School
recognises that literacy is fundamental
to success in life and places this skill at
the heart of its curriculum.
At the core, this means a
commitment to “whole-school
literacy” that has, for example, led
to 28 teachers volunteering their
time to share best practice and
coordinate their efforts in a literacy
working party.
Eastbury is committed to creating
a vast range of enrichment projects
that encourage staff and senior leaders
to take a creative approach to getting
more children reading. And the
school is determined to use the latest
in cutting-edge research to further
this ambition.
Examples of this work include the
Let’s Think in English campaign,
which adopts research into cognitive
acceleration undertaken at King’s
College London. Designed to develop
thinking skills, this project has
challenged staff and students alike.
The results speak for themselves.
In their English GCSE, 82 per cent of
students achieved A*-C, while 94 per
cent made three or more levels of
progress at GCSE last year.
All this takes place at a school
in one of the poorest boroughs of
London. Despite this, 87 per cent of
students who are eligible for free
school meals achieve a good English
GCSE. Eastbury is a shining
example of the targeted use of

pupil premium cash – each student
receives a dictionary, a thesaurus, a
literacy guide and access to online
English support.
Judges’ verdict: “This is an
exceptional set of interventions.
What the school is doing is having
a marked result and has had an
incredible impact. What a wonderful,
outward-facing school.”
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In memory of Bev Evans
1967–2014

In March of this year, Bev Evans, our
colleague and a prolific contributor to
the TES Connect website, died after a
short illness.
Many within the TES community
will know Bev, but only a few will
have had the privilege of meeting her
face to face. We first became aware of
her when she began uploading lesson
plans that she had made for her son
to TES Connect. Her understanding
of the special educational needs
community and her fantastic
resources – not to mention her
determination to help and her
friendliness – soon marked her out
as someone very special indeed.
We felt extremely fortunate when
Bev came to join us as our SEN
subject lead. She remains our most
popular, followed and downloaded
author of resources on TES Connect.
More than 1,000 resources that
Bev created by hand have been
downloaded 5,193,938 times in
251 countries and territories.
However, it would be a disservice
to Bev if we were to put her
achievements simply in terms of
numbers. Her motivation was always
people and Bev has helped – and her
resources will continue to help –
millions of teachers and students
around the world.
Bev made our website, our office
and the teaching profession a far
more cheerful and colourful place
– she will be missed by us all.
26 tes schools awards 2014

It is for this reason that we have
decided to dedicate the award for
resource contributor of the year to
Bev. She was the first winner of this
award, and we can think of no more
fitting way to honour her memory and
her contribution to improving the
education of millions of students than
this yearly reminder of everything she
did and stood for.
We are proud to rename this award
the Bev Evans Resource Contributor
of the Year Award and we are pleased
that members of Bev’s family were
able to join us today to see how much
she meant to so many people.

Bev Evans resource
contributor of the year
Mike Pye (Owen134866)
Mike Pye is a bit of a star on
TES Connect. He may not hold the
record for sharing the most resources,
but his 75 uploads are of an extremely
high quality, attracting a staggering
250,000-plus views.
A specialist in maths, Pye is
currently teaching abroad after
eight years in a UK state school.
His most popular resource is called
“17 equations that changed the
world”. This series of colourful
posters highlights key mathematical
equations, explaining their
importance and how they have
impacted on the way we live. They
provide a quick riposte to
students who say that maths does
not matter and have received
numerous five-star ratings and
comments such as “Fantastic!”
and “Absolutely brilliant!”
One of Pye’s biggest fans is TES
maths adviser Craig Barton, who
has used the resources extensively
in his own classroom.
“Owen134866’s resources are simply
outstanding,” Barton says. “His set of
PowerPoints for core 1 to 4 and the
applied modules have saved me hours
of planning for my A-level lessons,
with worked examples and notes
meticulously laid out. ‘There’s no
way you did this, Sir,’ my students
rightly point out.
“His lessons for key stages 3 and 4
always contain little gems. A personal
favourite of mine is ‘Geometrical

square rooting’, which was such
a beautiful way of combining
constructions and surds, with a dose
of mathematical history thrown in for
good measure. My Year 11s adored
that lesson, and so did I.
“ ‘Who wins the heptathlon?’,
meanwhile, takes algebraic
substitution to a new level. My
lessons would be a lot less interesting
without Owen134866 and, on behalf
of myself, my students and the
members of my maths department, I
want to thank him for his generosity,
time and talent.”
Judges’ verdict: “Mike Pye’s
maths resources stood out for
being particularly dynamic and
engaging. They have achieved
overwhelmingly positive reviews
from TES Connect users.”

resources
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Sport and healthy eating
Pallister Park Primary School,
Middlesbrough
This is the story of an already
excellent school refusing to sit on
its laurels and instead actively
seeking out the few areas where
it has yet to excel.
Pallister Park Primary School
achieves excellent results and is
consistently rated outstanding by
Ofsted, all against a backdrop of a
hugely deprived intake, with 74 per
cent of students eligible for free
school meals. As part of its successful
strategy, it has always placed an
emphasis on health and sport.
Despite its impressive history, the
school recently decided that it wasn’t
doing enough for students who might
be attracted by non-traditional
exercise. So it set about developing
a quite exceptional and inclusive
dance programme – not just for the
school but for the wider Teesside
primary population, and specifically
targeting boys.
This project has been highly
successful. Uptake has been
widespread among boys and girls,
with one dance troop winning
multiple awards.
The initiative has been especially
effective at attracting disengaged
students. One Year 6 boy had a
troubled educational background,
having attended five schools in four
years. Now, he loves to dance and is
on course to succeed in his Sats.
The school should also be
commended for its other work
28 tes schools awards 2014

in sport and exercise – it is a beacon
of good practice in Middlesbrough.
Judges’ verdict: “This is a
school with a huge commitment to
promoting dance as a route to health,
in difficult circumstances. The
participation levels are absolutely
wonderful – as is the commitment
to working with other schools.”

Humanities
Sir Robert Geffery’s School,
Saltash, Cornwall
The approach of Sir Robert Geffery’s
School to religious education is super
in more ways than one. As well as
attainment being high in the subject,
the school also uses superhero
characters to teach it.
The characters – Know-it-all Nicky,
Debate-it-all Derek, Ask-it-all Ava
and Have-a-go Hugo – are collectively
known as “the RE-searchers”.
Developed by teacher Giles Freathy
in collaboration with his brother, Dr
Rob Freathy of Exeter University, the
superheroes each embody a different
research methodology: observing and
recording, questioning and arguing,
interviewing and empathising, and
participating and experiencing. Like
the methodologies they represent,
each superhero has strengths
and weaknesses.
The school acquaints students
with the characters and research
methods in various ways, including
through comic strips, puppets and
role play. Learning is then supported
with reminder prompts such as
RE-searcher mouse mats, badges
and key rings.
Students use the RE-searchers in
tasks and the characters even leave
comments on their work. The aim is
to continuously present different
approaches to the children.
The theory behind all this is that
RE should not just be about studying
religion but also about considering
how it should be studied. The school

aims to get students to question the
facts and knowledge they are
presented with, enabling them to
come to well-reasoned conclusions.
That this rigorous approach is in
a primary setting caught the judges’
eye, as did the school’s findings:
engagement was increased, children
were more understanding of other
viewpoints and, most importantly,
they became adept at analysing
information from multiple stances
– a skill that is essential to all subjects
and one that will set them up well for
their future learning.
Judges’ verdict: “This is a
school that has really adopted an
innovative approach to RE, and the
children make correspondingly
excellent progress across classes
and age groups.”
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Enterprise and community
Treviglas Community College,
Newquay, Cornwall
Labels such as “business and
enterprise college” have in recent
years gone out of fashion because
some schools merely nod in the
direction of their official title. This
is not the case with Treviglas
Community College, a school that
has truly embraced its specialism,
first taken up in 2003, on both an
everyday and a philosophical level.
Its results speak for themselves.
Some might think the business and
enterprise label was about producing
contestants for The Apprentice, but
Treviglas takes it much more seriously,
believing that the school has a
responsibility to equip young people
for the modern world in a practical
and academic way.
Its “academies” model aims
to improve student aspiration,
particularly during the transition
from key stage 4 to key stage 5.
For example, its Surf Academy was
founded in response to an analysis
of local employment opportunities
that highlighted the extent of
surfing tourism.
As well as providing vocational
training, the initiative has developed
links with nearby Plymouth
University, which has resulted in
many Treviglas students progressing
to higher education.
Another programme teaches drama
and performance students how to
market and promote a professional
theatre show.
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These kinds of projects have
an enormous impact on students’
self-esteem, self-belief and
self-determination. This has been
recognised by parents, businesses, the
local media and Ofsted, which rated
the school as outstanding on its last
two inspections.
Judges’ verdict: “A fascinating
way to really embrace the label of a
specialist school. It has successfully
put both employability and academic
progress at the forefront of the way
that learning takes place.”

Numeracy and maths
Ark Atwood Primary
Academy, Westminster,
London
This award goes to an exceptional
school that is using an innovative
programme to achieve truly
impressive results.
Ark Atwood Primary Academy
is in a poor area of London and its
catchment has a long legacy of
educational underachievement.
Some 35 per cent of the intake are
eligible for free school meals. And
many students start key stage 1 with
low attainment.
This makes the successful
deployment of its Mathematics
Mastery programme all the more
commendable. Based on research
from the UK and abroad – in
particular, from high-performing
Singapore – Mathematics Mastery
aims to help every child to enjoy
maths and succeed in the subject.
It is both a curriculum and a
training programme – it helps
teachers to communicate maths skills
and knowledge using everyday objects
and images, and to develop a common
language with their students when
discussing the subject.
The results at Ark Atwood have
been outstanding. Within one year of
implementing the programme, the
school’s Year 1 pupils were achieving
well beyond national expectations.
Most strikingly, all students reacted
positively to Mathematics Mastery:
the achievement gap between free
school meals students and their peers
was not statistically significant. The

same was true of students with special
educational needs.
Judges’ verdict: “This is simply
an example of the brilliant application
of a brilliant programme achieving
brilliant results. Well done.”
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Headteacher of the year
Jayne Clarke, Ryecroft
Primary Academy, Bradford
Jayne Clarke has been praised
by Ofsted for her “relentless and
courageous leadership” as headteacher
of Ryecroft Primary Academy. And
that just about says it all.
Ryecroft is now one of the most
improved schools in the country,
and turning it around has been
an exceptional achievement,
driven largely by a headteacher
with a mission.
Clarke took over Ryecroft six years
ago, when it was experiencing its
10th year in special measures and the
local authority had written it off as
“beyond crisis”.
To say the challenge was a daunting
one would be an understatement.
The school draws from one of the
poorest catchments in the country,
with 90 per cent of students requiring
external support and 80 per cent
eligible for free school meals. For
many children, school lunch is their
only proper meal.
Yet, from this starting point, the
school has made startling progress.
Its maths and reading Sats results are
now within the top 20 per cent
nationally; all students achieve two
levels of progress; and 100 per cent of
girls and 89 per cent of boys reach
level 4 at key stage 2, exceeding
national averages.
But numbers don’t tell the
whole story. As the co-chairs of
the governing body say: “Jayne’s
transformation of her school and

its community cannot be told in raw
data. This would be to diminish the
breadth, depth and ambition of the
impact of her work.”
Judges’ verdict: “In some of the
most trying circumstances possible
– confirmed hopelessness, lawlessness
and misery – Jayne Clarke and her
unconditional respect for all children
have achieved miracles.”
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Lifetime achievement
Howard Wood, Oathall
Community College,
West Sussex
“A man of great gentleness but with
a powerful belief in the children in
his care” is how one person who has
worked with Howard Wood describes
him. Others call him “outstanding”,
“exceptional” and “selfless”, but the
word that crops up more than any
other is “dedicated”.
This is not simply because of his
37-year commitment to Oathall
Community College. It is also because
in those years he has devoted many
school hours and much of his
personal time to developing the
students in his care, offering them
opportunities that were not available
elsewhere. An “outstanding teacher”
and award-winning educationalist,
he has also used his skills outside the
classroom to develop a small on-site
farm, which has become a centre of
agricultural excellence.
The farm work is built into the
curriculum across all subjects. And
it is a fantastic example of inclusion,
enabling students with special
educational needs and disabilities
to fully engage with school life and
achieve skills and qualifications that
boost self-confidence and lead to the
prospect of future employment.
The farm’s success is, the school
says, down to Wood’s “innovative
ability” to attract funding, embrace
the wider community and ensure that
threats of closure come to nothing.
Wood also runs a Young Farmers
group with more than 100 members.

It raises huge sums for local charities,
gives students a safe place to socialise
and develops their skills – from public
speaking to social activism.
Underpinning all this work is
Wood’s insistence that every child
can achieve given the right teaching
and opportunities. As one parent
explains, he is able to make everyone
“feel important and that they are a
person of worth”.
Wood retires this summer but his
influence and hard work will continue
to benefit students for years to come.
Judges’ verdict: “Howard Wood
is a wonderful teacher with an
extraordinary track record working
on the most brilliant project. What
he has achieved with Oathall’s school
farm is a wonderfully tangible
monument to a fantastic career.”
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congratulations
to all our finalists for their achievements
and thank you to everyone who attended
to celebrate the very best in education
we look forward to the 2015 tes schools awards

2015
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